174      LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
ment of about that number of recruits that may be put in these regiments? One recruit in an old regt. is worth two in a new organization. If you cannot do that, I do not see but that we must consolidate the regiments, which I should regret to do. Please answer by telegraph.
BENJ. F. BUTLER, M aj. Gen'L Comd'g.
From General Butter
Ed Qrs. Dept. Va. & N. C., Sept W1h, 1804, 9.25 PM.
ABRAHAM LINCOLN, President United States, WASHINGTON
ASST. SURGEON WILLIAM GROUSE has deceived the President. He has not been dismissed. He received an appointment as Asst. Surgeon from me. In writing he refused to accept the appointment, which was thereupon revoked because of his refusal to accept it. Then finding that he was drinking and worthless, and as some thought crazy, I ordered him out of the Dept. I will forward official copies of the papers tomorrow.                                                              Gen>L Comd'g.
From General Butler to Mrs. Butler
Head Quarters Army of the James, in the Field, September 28, 1864
MY DEAREBT SALUE: I got a nice little note from you last night. I am grieved to hear Harriet is worse, but hope with you she will be better tomorrow.
I would give much to see you. I have never started on an important expedition before without you to say a last word and a kind kiss, but you will find it all on my part in this letter. It was a sort of support, like praying a patron saint; not that the saint could help much, but it did one good to pray.
I am not very well this morning, but then it is the old Hotel trouble now so you need not feel uneasy.
I shall be very busy now for a day or two, and perhaps not in connection with the mails, so that you need not think it strange if you do not get a letter for a day or two. Or if you do they will be hurried as this is, for indeed I did not go to bed till 2 :80 last night, and am up writing, as you see, before seven this morning. Kiss me, dearest, and believe me
Your loving BENJ.